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[Abstract:] Modified designs for ship wreak medal... 547 
S.H. 


Department of State, 
Washington, 
June 11, 1880 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Superintendent of the Mint, &c 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Sir: 


I have received your letter of yesterday and in view of what you observe respecting the 
appearance of the figure proposed by my letter of the 5th instant, for the obverse of the medal 
designed for the use of this Department in acknowledging gallant actions of Foreign Seamen in 
respect of saving lives from wrecks of American vessels, I have to say that the Department will 
doubtless be satisfied with any design for such obverse, which shall command itself to your good 
taste, and permanent in character — should you be in doubt between several designs, it might 
perhaps be well to submit the same, (say in copper or such metal as you find adapted to the 
purpose) to this Department, before reducing the one chosen to the desired size. With respect to 
the weight and value of the proposed medal, I have to suggest that as being intended to be worn 
on the coat, it is advisable that it be not too thick. A medal about the diameter and thickness of a 
$20 piece, is what the Department has in view. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 
John Hay 
Assistant Secretary. 


